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In the 14th and 15th issues, we published the translation of the 1931 speech The Place of Art In a University by the British art historian Herbert Read.

Read points out: “We cannot Fully participate in modern consciousness unless we can learn to appreciate the signiﬁc:mt art of our own da}'... Thcy
submit it to intellectual analysis when what it demands is intuitive empathy. They have no pureness of heart and therefore they cannot share the

artist’s vision. Thar is a sad state.”

Today, 9o years later, aesthetic education has attracted more attention in Chinese universities but at the same time, it has encountered a great
number of difficulties. In this article, we will talk about the aesthetic education story of Mu Li, an artist and lecturer. Over the past eight years, he
has started a module “Art Inspiration” specifically for non-art students of Tsinghua University. During the period of teaching, Mu Li has been
questioned by students but he has also gained trust and love from them. Unlike many other artists, he sees education as an indispensable part of his
artistic career. He devoted himself to aesthetic education with the same passion as in art creation and he enjoys the joy and frustracion it brings. In
a sense, the editor seems to be thinking about the question that Read thought about: does higher education need are? What can aesthetic education

do for universities and students?

"She Became Beauriful in the Dark (Tazai heianzhong meili Qilai)" @ Mu Li 2009
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